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May  20,  l$kl 


Professor  Avard  Fairbanks 

university  aaa 

University  of  Michigan 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 

IQr  dear  Professor  Fairbanks! 

The  article  in  the  Saturday  Evening 
Peat  which  rafars  to  the  shark  hunters,  may  be  found 
In  the  April  19  leeue  under  the  caption  "I  Fight 
Sharks "  by  Wallace  Caswell,  Jr. 

You  will  please  find  attached  to  this 
letter  the  Lincoln  peem  vith  the  verse  checked  which 
contains  the  lines  I  mentioned  vith  respect  to  Lincoln 
being  a  part  of  the  very  field  where  he  grew  up*  . 


Ve  are  having  your  name  put  on  our 
nailing  list  to  receive  this  publication,  Lincoln  Lore, 
which  is  tent  gratuitously. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAViBST  Director 

Eno. 


t&s 


SCULPTURE  STUDIOS 

Institute  of   Fine   Jlrts 

University  of  Michigan 

Jinn  Jtrbor,  Michigan 


; 


<L&-<%~~ 


1***-        -JU^*     CoJ^_  \j&**~ 


Auard  Fairbanks.  M.F.A..  Ph.D. 


$  ^  cx^su,      Qjl>^\  w^^x^_ 


Ncvesriber  27,  2.9^ 


Mr.  Avard  Fairbanks 
Sculpture  Studios 
Tfoiversity  of  Michigan 
Ana  Arbor,  Mich. 

Dear  Mr.  Fairbanks* 

Vo  were  pleased  indeed  to  receive  the  fine 
full    ps&0  account  of  your  Lincoln,  statue  and  will  be 
pleased  to  file  it  with  the  other  interesting  data  we 
have  with  reference  to  "The  Frontiersman." 

Our  Lincoln  Lore  is  printed  in  such  limited 
nunibere  that  I  fear  I  will  not  be  able  to  send  you  but 
a  very  few  additional  copies  of  the  one  discussing  the 
"John  C.  Calhoun  %th." 

You  will  find  enclosed  such  copies  of  this 
bulletin  as  we  feel  free  to  mates  available. 

Very  truly  yours, 


XftW:AP  Director 

L.A.Warren 

Unc. 


LINCOLN  AS  A  YOUBG  AMERICAN  KHOUTISltSMAI 

Id  any  statues  have  boon  mad©  of  Lincoln  presenting 
him  at  a  statesman,  as  a  man  who  has  made  hie  attainments  in 
life,  but  few  have  shown  him  as  a  youthful  frontiersman}  yet 
we  have  so  often  been  told  about  his  life  in  the  early  develop- 
ment of  our  American  westward  expansion*   >»lth  these  ideas 
in  mind  I  have  often  wanted  to  make  a  youthful  Lincoln,  a 
typifioation  of  our  rugged  frontiersmen* 

In  contemplation  of  a  statue  to  be  placed  at  a 
school,  I  have  thought  of  the  students  who  will  be  viewing 
it,  and  the  impressions  it  will  make  in  their  young  lives. 
So  to  present  Lincoln  as  a  youth,  stalwart  and  capable,  when 
in  the  work  of  clearing  the  woods  and  of  splitting  the  rails* 
I  have  tried  characterizing  him  as  a  worker}  a  man  capable 
of  performing  manual  tasks  which  made  him  physically  strong 
of  accomplishing  objectives  put  before  him,  no  matter  how  menial 
they  »ay  be* 

When  we  consider  the  complexes  of  modern  civilization, 
if  we  are  to  endure  the  strains  in  tines  of  a  crisis,  we  must 
return  to  fundamentals*   Lincoln's  great  qualities  came  forward 
in  the  time  of  a  national  crisis  and  the  fundamentals  of  life 
whioh  he  experienced  as  a  youth,  fitted  him  to  carry  forward 
the  burdens  of  the  nation  and  unify  a  mighty  people*   Great 
responsibilities  he  bore  through  his  adherence  to  simple  and 
elementary  princi >lcs,  particularly  those  ideals  which  created 
and  developed  our  democracy. 

Lis  belief  in  a  charity  for  all  mankind,  his  lack 
of  any  racial  animosity,  has  made  Lincoln  ono  of  the  great 
figures  of  world  civilization*   As  the  schools  in  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  contain  many  racial  types  and  classes  of  people,  the 
appropriateness  of  a  Lincoln  statue  at  the  Lwa  Plantation 
School  would  seem  extremely  fitting*   Such  should  stand  forth 
as  a  symbol;  of  racial  tolerance,  an  expression  of  a  youthful 
frontiersman,  and  a  worker*   It  should  inspire  hope  and  courage 
to  the  youth  of  r&*ny   nationalities  of  lowly  environments,  and 
should  make  their  lives  and  their  aspirations  significant*  It 
should  also  present  to  them  the  Ideals  of  a  great  future  for 
the  present  civilisation  In  which  they  live,  and  government 
that  protects  them* 


U    ! 


Wednesday,  Feb.  11, 1942 


\    'ftMj  ■    ,,, 


Lincoln  as  Hawaiians  Will  See  Him — 

A  powerful,  alert,  aggressivt  Abraham  Lincoln  is  mirrored  by  ihe 
sculptor  Avard  Fairbanks,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  The  finished  statue- 
will  stand  at  the  Ewa  Plantation  School  near  Honolulu.  Fair- 
banks has  done  Lincoln  as  no  other  artist.  He  has  given  him 
•yes  which  only  Lincoln  could  visualise  far  ahead  of  time  itself 
the  great  benefits  to  be  enjoyed  through  a  free  and  united  nation; 
•yes,  loo,  which  could  visualise  the  trials  that  nation  would 
have  to  face  to  retain  its  liberties. 

•      *      •  )  •      *      * 

Abraham  Lincoln  (1809-1865) 

In  a  cabin  in  the  Kentucky  wilderness,  only  a  few  years  re- 
moved from  the  "dark-and-bloodygrbund"  era,  a  baby  was  born 
133  years  ago  tomorrow. 

He  was  christened  Abraham  Lincoln.  Lincoln  the  boy,  Lin- 
coln the  young  man  and  Lincoln  the  President  is  a  shining  ex- 
ample of  democracy  at  work,  that  same  democracy  which  today 
is  facing  its  greatest  trial  by  fire. 

Lincoln  the  President  stood  on  a  battlefield  in  that  fratricidal 
war  which  threatened  this  nation  80  years  ago.  And  the  words 
he  spoke  there  come  down*the  years  as  a  message  to  Americans 
of  today— yes,  a  message  to  all  freemen. 

You  know  the  words;  you  learned  them  in  the  grades.  Listen 
to  them  again  this  day,  when  the  news  is  all  bad  from  the  battle- 
fronts  of  the  Far  East.  Listen  to  them  and  take  heart  from  those 
low-spoken  words,  lost  in  the  dedication  of  a  part  of  the  Gettys- 
burg battle  ground,  but  today  a  beacon  light  in  man's  fight  to  be 
f>-PG  and  in  that  freedom  mighty: 


Waits  Unveiling  in  Hawaii 


Dr.  Arvard  Fairbanks'  heroic  size  statue  of  Lincoln  as  a  youth, 
which  will  be  dedicated  in  Hawaii  next  Saturday,  Lincoln's 
birthday  anniversary. 


Utahn's  Statue  of  Lincoln 
To  Be  Dedicated  Feb.  12 

Dr.  Avard  Fairbanks,  native  of  Provo,  member  of  the  faculty 
of  the  University  of  Michigan's  institute  of  fine  arts  and  one  of 
America's  most  eminent  sculptors,  will  make  another  important 

contribution  to  the  world  of  art 
next  Saturday  when  his  statute, 
"Lincoln,  the  Frontiersman,"  is 
formally  dedicated  in  Hawaii. 

The  heroic  size  statute,  regard- 
ed as  one  of  Dr.  Fairbanks'  finest, 
is  eight  feet  tall  and  has  occupied 
the  sculptor's  painstaking  effort 
for  the  past  year.  It  will  be  erect- 
ed at  the  Ewa  Plantation  school 
on  the  Hawaiian  islands,  the  gift 
of  a  school  teacher  who  left  her 
estate  for  the  work. 

In  the  words  of  Dr.  Fairbanks, 
the  teacher,  Katherine  Burke, 
"gave  her  entire  life  savings  in 
the  hope  that  people  of  lowly  cir- 
cumstances and  of  many  races 
would  sense  the  ideals  of  democ- 
racy and  of  emancipation." 

Because  the  statute  was  to  serve 
as  an  inspiration  for  youth,  Dr. 
Fairbanks  chose  to  depict  Lincoln 
as  a  stalwart,  capable,  hopeful 
youth  rather  than  as  the  mature 
statesman. 

Dr.  Fairbanks,  a  member  of  a 
Utah  family  eminent  in  the  arts, 
was  born  in  Provo  in  1897  and  be- 
gan sculptoring  at  the  age  of  12. 
He  displayed  such  talent  that  he 
received  a  scholarship  at  the  Art 
Students'  league  in  New  York.  He 
studied  later  in  Paris  institutes. 
Since  1929  he  has  been  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  His  Lin- 
coln statue  is  the  first  of  a  series 
he  plans  to  make  of  great  charac- 
ters in  American  history. 


V. 


L 
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Town  Talk  -  - B*  georqe  w.  stark 

LINCOLN  the  Frontiersman  will  be  dedicated  Saturday,  on  his 
birthday,  at  the  Ewa  Plantation  School  in  Hawaii.  This  is  the 
heroic  statue  of  the  Emancipator,  executed  by  Dr.  Avard  Fairbanks. 
The  implications  of  Saturday's  ceremony  are  obvious.  A  keen  interest 
in  this  area  develops  from  the  fact  the  great  figure  was  executed  by 
Dr.  Fairbanks,  internationally  famous  sculptor  %t  the  University  of 
Michigan.*  It  was  the  last  bronze,  statue  to  be  cast  in  the  United  States 
before  war.  restrictions  were  placed  on  metal.   ,    / 

The  world-wide  symbolism  springs  from  the  fact^hat  Dr.  Fair- 
banks' Lincoln  emerge^  on  this  troubled  world  not  far  from  Pearl 
Harbor.  So  now  he  stan4»f  his  wcjodsman's  ax  in  hand,  strong,  alert, 
purposeful.       This'   is 


aggressive, 
young    Lincoln,    looking    fbrward 
This,  more  intimately,  is  America)* 
Democracy,  unafraid  and  confidenj- 
looking    out    on    the    vast    Pacifr 
-  area  and  sternly  contemplating  tr 
treachery  of  the   foe;   his   weapon 
forged  and  ready  to  his  use.    This\ 
Is  Democracy  springing  to  arms! 
"When  we  consider  the  complexes 
'"of    modern  j  civilization,"    said    Dr. 
j  Fairbanks,  in  modest  appraisal  of 
his  own  work,  "if  we  are  to  endure^ 
the  strains  in  times  of  a  crisis,  ,yff 
must  return  to  fundamentals. 

"Lincoln's  great  qualities  can* 
forward  in  the  time  of  a  national 
crisis  and  the  fundamentals  of  life, 
which  he  experienced  as  a  youth, 
fitted  him  to  carry  forward  "  the 
burdens  of  the  Nation  and  unify  a 
mighty  people.  Great  responsibili- 
ties he  bore  through  his  adherance 
j  to  simple  and  elementary  prin- 
ciples, particularly  those  .ideals 
which  created  and  devoloped  our 
democracy.  u-    -         "  - 

"His  belief  In  a  charity  for  all 
mankind,  his  lack  of  any  racial 
animosity,  had  made  Lincoln  one 
of  the  great  figures  of  world  olvilir 
zation.  As  the  schools  in  th-  rili- 
waiian  Islands  contain  many  acial 
types    and    classes    of    people,  the 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Democracy  on  the  Pacific  *ier 

appropriateness  of  a  Lincoln  statue 
at  the  Ewa  Plantation  School  would 
seem  extremely  fitting.  It  should 
stand  forth  as  a  symbol  of  racial 
tolerance,  an  expression  of  a  youth- 
1  ful  frontiersman  and  a  worker. 


"It  should  inspire  hope  and  cour- 
age to  the  youth  of  many  nationali- 
ties of  lowly  environment  and  should 
make  their  lives  and  their  aspira- 
tions significant.  It  should  also 
present  to  them  the  ideals  of  a 
great  future  for  the  present  civili- 
zation in  Ivhich  they  live  and  the 
Government  which  protects  them." 
How  comforting  to  think  of  Lin- 
coln in  the  far-flung  Pacific  in  a 
time  like -this !  Lincoln  on  guard! 
Lincoln ready  for  the  attack.' 


^Z^PLc^z/^ 


v^ 


SUNDAY  OREGONIAN,  FEBRUARY  M,   1944 


Detail  of  the  head  of  a  heroic  size  bronxe  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  a  young  man  which  was  dedicated  at  the  Ewa  plan- 
tation school  in  Hawaii  Saturday.  Sculptor  was  Dr.  Avard 
Fairbanks,  teacher  of  sculpture  at  the  University  of  Oregon 
from  1920  to  1927. 


Lincoln  Statue 
Given  School  j 

Work  Sculptured 
By  ex-U.  O.  Savant 


An  heroic  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  sculptured  by  Dr. 
Avard  Fairbanks,  teacher  of 
sculpture  at  the  University  of 
Oregon  from  1920  to  1927,  was 
dedicated  at  the  Ewa  Planta- 
tion school  in  Hawaii  Saturday, 
the  anniversary  of  the  famous 
president's  birthday. 

The  statute,  eight  feet  tall  on 
a  one-foot  base,  is  of  Lincoln 
as  a  young  rail-splitter,  ax  in 
hand. 

"In  contemplation  of  a  statue 
to  be  placed  at  a  school,"  Fair- 
banks said,  "I  have  thought  of 
the  students  who  will  be  view- 
ing it  and  the  impressions  it 
will  make  in  their  young  lives. 
So  to  present  Lincoln  as  a 
youth,  stalwart  and  capable, 
when  in  the  work  of  clearing  1 
the  woods  and  of  splitting  the  | 
rails,  I  have  tried  characteriz- 
ing him  as  a  worker;  a  man 
capable  of  performing  manual 
tasks  which  made' him  physical- 
ly strong  of  accomplishing  ob- 
jectives put  before  him,  no  mat- 
ter how  menial  they  may  be." 

Other  Works  Listed 

The  statue  was  the  last  of  the 
heroic  size  bronzes  to  be  cast 
before  the  government  conser- 
vation order  prohibiting  the  use 
of.  copper  for  civilian  purposes 
went  into  effect.  The  base  for 
the  monument  was  furnished  by 
the  Blaesing  Granite  company 
of  Portland.  It  is  of  Minnesota 
rainbow  granite. 

Other  works  of  Dr.  Fairbanks 
are    the    "Ninety-first   Division 
Memorial"    at    Fort   Lewis, 
Wash.;  a  bust  of  Dean  G.  Carl 
Huber    of    the    University    of,-: 
Michigan;     the     "Holy     Sacra-! 
ment,"  at  St.  Mary's  cathedral, 
Eugene;  "Winter  Quarters,"  at 
Omaha,      Neb.,      and  *  "Rain,"  j 
which  was  selected  among  the  | 
works    of    America's    greatest) 
jsculptors    for    the    Brookgreeni 
gardens  in  South  Carolina. 


— ^- -^ 
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SUNDAY  OREGONIAN,  FEBRUARY  M,  1944 


Detail  of  the  head  of  a  heroic  size  bronze  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  a  young  man  which  was  dedicated  at  the  Ewa  plan- 
tation school  in  Hawaii  Saturday.  Sculptor  was  Dr.  Avard 
Fairbanks,  teacher  of  sculpture  at  the  University  of  Oregon 
from  1920  to  1927. 
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Lincoln  Statue 
Given  School  I 

Work  Sculptured 
By  ex-U.  O.  Savant 


An  heroic  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  sculptured  by  Dr. 
Avard  Fairbanks,  teacher  of 
sculpture  at  the  University  of 
Oregon  from  1920  to  1927,  was 
dedicated  at  the  Ewa  Planta- 
tion school  in  Hawaii  Saturday, 
the  anniversary  of  the  famous 
president's  birthday. 

The  statute,  eight  feet  tall  on 
a  one-foot  base,  is  of  Lincoln 
as  a  young  rail-splitter,  ax  in 
hand. 

"In  contemplation  of  a  statue 
to  be  placed  at  a  school,"  Fair- 
banks said,  "I  have  thought  of 
the  students  who  will  be  view- 
ing it  and  the  impressions  it 
will  make  in  their  young  lives. 
So  to  present  Lincoln  as  a 
youth,  stalwart  and  capable, 
when  in  the  work  of  clearing 
the  woods  and  of  splitting  the 
rails,  I  have  tried  characteriz- 
ing him  as  a  worker;  a  man 
capable  of  performing  manual 
tasks  which  made' him  physical- 
ly strong  of  accomplishing  ob- 
jectives put  before  him,  no  mat- 
ter how  menial  they  may  be." 

Other  Works  Listed 

The  statue  was  the  last  of  the 
heroic  size  bronzes  to  be  cast 
before  the  government  conser- 
vation order  prohibiting  the  use 
of.  copper  for  civilian  purposes 
went  into  effect.  The  base  for 
the  monument  was  furnished  by 
the  Blaesing  Granite  company 
of  Portland.  It  is  of  Minnesota 
rainbow  granite. 

Other  works  of  Dr.  Fairbanks 
are   the    "Ninety-first   Division 
Memorial"    at   Fort   Lewis, 
Wash.;  a  bust  of  Dean  G.  Carl 
Huber    of    the    University     of 
Michigan;     the     "Holy     Sacra-: 
ment,"  at  St.  Mary's  cathedral, 
Eugene;  "Winter  Quarters,"  at 
Omaha,      Neb.,      and  "  "Rain," 
which  was  selected  among  the  | 
works    of    America's    greatest) 
sculptors    for    the    Brookgreen | 
gardens  in  South  Carolina. 


■■ 


THE     DETROIT     FREE     PRESS  — THURSDAY.     FEBRUARY     12.     19-12 


America  Again  at  War  Feels  the  Guiding  Spirit  of  the  Great  Emancipator 


LEONARD 

LYONS 


Even  Knox  Can't 
Buy  a  Tire; 
Inconsistency 
of  Djrama  Critic 
Demonstrated 


NEW  YORK,  Feb.  11— A  few  days  ago 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Frank  Knox  made 
an  address  before  the  Chicago  Association 
of  Commerce,  in  Chicago's  Hotel  Sherman. 
While  Col.  Knox  was  making  hia  speech, 
'  his  chauffeur— parked  outside  in  his  car- 
noticed  that  one  of  the  tires  was  flat.  He 
removed  it,  and  sent  it  to  the  nearest 
dealer,  with  a  request  for  replacement.  The 
tire-dealer  demanded  a  rationing  card.  .  .  . 
Col.  Knox  still  was  making  his  speech— 
and  so  the  chauffeur  went  to  the  nearest 
rationing-board  office.  "Since  this  car  is 
the  Colonel's  private  conveyance,  and  not 
a  Navy  Department  vehicle,"  was  the  rul- 
ing, "no  order  may  be  issued  for  a  new 
tire." 

ARCHIBALD  MacLEISH  will  read  a 
message  from  the  President  on  the  first 
broadcast  of  the  new  Government-spon- 
sored series  Saturday  night.  Lieut  Robert 
Montgomery  also  will  participate.  .  .  .  The 
producer  of  this  radio  program,  Norman 
Corwin,  has  waived  all  royalties  on  the 
new  published  version  of  his  Bill  of  Rights 
program,  "We  Hold  These  Truths."  .  .  . 
Jack  Kirkland,  who  dramatized  'Tobacco 
Road,"  stated  last  night  that  he  soon  might 
revive  it  on  Broadway.  .  .  .  The  Andrews 
Sisters'  new  movie,  which  was  to  have  been 
called  "Town  Hall,"  had  its  name  altered 
first  to  "Wake  Up  and  Dream" — and  now 
to  "What's  Cookin'?" 

WHEN  THE  George  &  Ira  Gershwin 
operetta,  "Porgy  &  Bess,"  had  its  first 
premiere  on  Broadway  in  1935,  Burns  Man- 
tle, the  drama  critic  for  the  Dally  News, 
bestowed  upon  it  the  full  measure  of  his 
praise— Four  Stars,  ,  .  .  Two  weeks  ago 
"Porgy  &  Bess"  had  its  second  premiere 
on  Broadway.  Mantle  said:  "This  is  a 
smoother  and  more  melodious  production 
than  the  original."  ...  He  gave  it  Three 


LUIS  QTJTNTANILLA,  the  famed  Span- 
ish artist,  will  illustrate  Elliot  Paul's  next 
book— a  series  of  Old  Testament  stones, 
told  in  the  Will  Hays  Office  version.  Thus, 
for  example.  Delilah  will  have  been  married 
to  Samson  before  being  permitted  to  enter 
his  tent.  .  .  .  Erskine  Caldwell,  the  author 
of  "Tobacco  Road,"  and  his  wife,  Margaret 
Bourke-White,  are  writing  separate  books 
about  their  recent  trip  to  Russia,  Cald- 
well's will  be  called  "All-Out  on  the  Road 
to  Smolensk";  his  wife's  will  be  called 
"Shooting  the  Russian  War."  ,  .  .  Darry] 
Zanuck  and  Harry  Cohn  determined  their 
disputed  claims  to  the  services  of  a  noted 
star  by  playing  a  gin-rummy  game — win- 
ner  to    get    the   star's    contract.      Zanuck 


THE  RECENT  play  about  Woodrow  Wil- 

— despite  the  excellent  notices  it  received 
from  the  drama  reviewers.  Richard  Gaines, 
a  talented  actor,  portrayed  the  role  of  Wil- 
son in  this  production.  ...  On  closing  night. 
Phil  Coqlidge,  of  the  cast,  discussed  the 
show  with  Otto  Ludwig  Preminger,  ita 
producer-director.  "Too  bad,"  sighed 
Preminger.  "Gaines  did  a  good  job;  but 
I  guess  a  show  like  this  needed  a  star 
name  to  attract  customers."  .  .  .  "Yes," 
said  Coolidge.    "Your  Gaines  was  our  loss." 

MAXIE  ROSENBLOOM,  the  ex-light- 
heavyweight  champ  who  has  listened  to 
countless  admonitions  from  prize-fight 
referees,    will    address    the    Referees    and 


Judges  A 
.  ,  .  Ben  Pratt,  . 
publicists,  has  r* 
age  and  publiciz 
Shearer,  the  sta: 
producer,  t 


of  New  York 
ie  of  the  earliest  of  radio 
igned  from  NBC  to  man- 
entertainers.  .  .  ,  Norma 
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leaving  MGM  after  long 
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At  one  of  their  last  sessions  together,  Miss 
Shearer  complained  about  the  rushes  of 
her  picture  and  asked  that  thev  be  reshot. 
"But  that  will  cost  550,000,""  Stromberg 
reminded  her.  "Y'know,  Norma — 550,000 
here,  550,000  there;  it  adds  up." 

GILBERT  MILLER,  the  producer,  met 
Kurt  Weill,  the  composer,  and  hummed  a 
tune  to  him.  "Didn't  you  write  that 
melody?"  asked  Miller.  "Didn't  1  hear  that 
in  London?"  .  .  .  "Yes,  you  heard  it  in 
London.  I  wrote  it,"  Weill  replied.  .  .  . 
'.1  thought  so,"  Miller  told  him.  "I  just 
heard  that  new  French  singer.  Claud  Al- 
phand,  sing  it  in  French.  It  was  stolen 
from  you.  I  distinctly  heard  Antoine  de 
Saint  Exupery  aak  her  to  sing  it — and  he 
called  it  'Le  Roi  D'Aqultaine.'  It's  an  out- 
right theft."  .  .  .  "No  it  isn't,"  Weill  con- 
fessed. "That's  the  way  I  wrote  it  ortgl- 
l  Paris."  ' 


100  Years  Ago  Today  Thomas  Bradford, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  appointed  by  President 
Tyler  to  succeed  the  late  Judge"  Hopkinson 
as  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court 
for  that  district. 

80  Tears  Ago  Today  the  Common  Council 
decided  to  adjourn  its  regular  meeting  one 
day  so  the  Aldermen  would  have  a  chance 
to  pay  their  respects  to  former  President 
Grover  Cleveland. 

25  Years  Ago  Today  15  persons  burned  to 
death  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  the  Ken- 
wood Hotel  in  Minneapolis.  .  .  .  The  ther- 
mometer registered  eight  below  zero.  .  .  . 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  ranking  member  of 
England'3  nobility  and  foremost  English 
Catholic,  died  in  London. 

10  Years  Ago  Today  an  immediate  loan 
of  J5,000,000  to  meet  current  salaries  and 
expenses  was  granted  the  City  by  New 
York  bankers  after  Mayor  Frank  Murphy 
had  agreed  to  their  demands  for  a  balanced 
budget.  .  .  .  Capt  Joseph  A.  Creed,  chair- 
man of  the  Firemen's  Fund  Relief  Associa- 
tion, announced  that  due  to  proposed  salary 
cuts  and  increase  of  bread  lines  to  a  point 
where  fire  stations  could  no  longer  handle 
them,  58  lines  being  operated  at  stations 
would  be  discontinued. 

One  Year  Ago  Today  five  persons    

killed  and  at  least  26  others  injured  when 
three  terrific  explosions  shook  the  Latin 
quarter  of  Philadelphia. 


February  12 
1809 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


February  12 
1942 


"  .  .  .  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people, 
shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 

"In  giving  freedom  to  the  slave  we  assure  freedom  to  the  free." 
"That  this  nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom  ..." 
"As  I  would  not  be  a  slave,  so  I  would  not  be  a  master.  This  ex- 
presses my  idea  of  democracy." 

*'Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might;  and  in  that  faith  let 
us  to  the  end,  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it." 

"Why  should  there  not  be  a  patient  co&fidence  in  the  ultimate 
justice  of  the  people?"  ' 

"  . . .  that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to 

that  cause  ...  .  - 

"The  world  has  never  had  a  good  definition  of  the  word  liberty,  and 

the  American  people,  just  now,  are  much  in  want  of  one." 

"In  any  future  great  national  trial,  compared  with  the  men  of  this, 


we  shall  have  as  weak  and  as  strong,  as  Villy  and  as  wise,  as  bad 
and  as  good." 

"...  the  solemn  pride  that  must  be  yours  to  have  laid  so  costly  a 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  freedom." 

"...  until  every  drop  of  blood  drawn  with  the  lash  ehall  be  paid 

with  another  drawn  by  the  sword  ..." 

"...  to  do  all  which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting 

peace  among  ...  all  nations." 

"Fondly  do  we  hope,  fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this  mighty  scourge 

of  war  may  speedily  pass  away." 

"Among  free  men  there  can  be  no  successful  appeal  from  the  ballot 

to  the  bullet  ..." 

"If  we  do  not  make  common  cause  to  save  the  good  old  ship  of  the 

Union  on  this  voyage,  nobody  will  have  a  chance  to  pilot  her  on 

another  voyage." 

"The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether." 


TOWN 
CRIER 

Mister  Norlhrup 

and  His  Horse 

Car;  Contrast       I'**  ^ 

with  Things 

Ultra  Modern 

.......  BY  ANTHONY  WEITZEL 


WE  WERE  SIPPING  our  tea  like  good 
little  boys  .  .  .  three  good  little  boys  in  a 
world  of  women  .  .  .  Bela  de  Tuscan,  John 
Carroll  and  this  scribbler  ...  and  wonder- 
ing which  hat  we  ought  to  pick  (thia  was 
at  the  Mad  Hatters  soiree)  when  a  very 
charming  lady  came  up  and  told  me  a  story. 

It  was  about  the  time  long  ago  when  she 
was  a  tiny  girl  and  lived  in  what  is  now 
the  E.  Grand  Blvd.  district  and  there  were 
five  horse  cars  that  took  people  around 
that  section  when  the  streets  weren't  too 
slippery  for  the  horses. 

And  there  was  one  horse  car  which  went 
right  past  the  litllr  Kirl'?  door  and  the  con- 
ductor on  that  car  was  "Mister  Northrup" 
because  he  was  nice  but  had  dignity.  The 
driver  stood  on  the  little  front  platform 
and  held  the  reins  and  flicked  the  whip 
over  the  backs  of  his  plodding  steeds  and 
swore  at  them  in  German  .  .  .  the  little 
girl  never  knew  hia  name  because  it  was 
unpronounceable.  None  of  the  other  kids 
knew  his  name,  either.  But  they  called  him 
"Mister  Howyouvass!"  because  whenever 
they  clambered  aboard  the  rickety  old  car 
he  chortled  from  under  his  straggly  mus- 


tache,  "Ah,   dere,    kinder, 


'  you  i 


f 


DETROIT  MUST  have  been  a  pleasanter 
town  in  those  days  ...  a  quieter,  happier 
town  where  people  moved  on  leisurely 
paths  and  everyone  knew  everybody  and 
even  a  horse  car  driver  had  a  civic  identity. 

It  is  pleasanter  to  live  in  such  a  town 
than  in  a  vast,  brawling  metropolis  where 
men's  lives  and  men's  identities  are  burled 
under  the  sheer  weight  of  human'  mass. 
And  because  there  is  such  loneliness  in 
cities,  I  started  a  column  like  this  nine 
years  ago,  as  a  sort  of  meeting  place  for 
city  folks  ...  but  that's  another  yam. 

WE  WERE  telling  about  the  little  girl 
who  is  now  a  charming  lady  with  long 
useful  years  behind  her  and  many  a  year 
of  pleasant  humanity  ahead.  Her  name 
was  Elizabeth  Gay  lord  in  those  days. 

And  about  the  day  when  little  Betsy 
Gaylord  and  her  mama  went  downtown 
to  see  the  doctor  ...  a  famed  doctor  of 
the  old  days  who  used  to  ride  a  horse  on 
hi3  rounds  about  Dearborn  when  he  began 
his  practice  .  .  .  and  when  they  came 
back  little  Betsy  was  very  tired. 

And  finally  the  horse  car  got  to  the  Gay- 
lord  home  and  Mister  Howyouvass  pulled 
up  the  reins  and  yelled  "Whoa!"  Mister 
Northrup  helped  Mrs.  Gaylord  down  the 
step  with  Betsy  in  her  arms,  and  then  he 
said,  "That  child  Is  too  heavy  for  you. 
ma'am."  And  he  took  little  Betsy  in  his 
arms  and  carried  her  up  the  walk  to  the 
Gaylord  home  and  up  the  steps  and  into 
the  house  and  he  laid  little  Betsy  on  the 
nearest  settee  and  he  tipped  his  cap  and 
he  said,  "Good  afternoon,  ma'am,"  and 
went  back  outside  and  got  onto  the  back 
platform  of  the  horse  car  and  yelled,  "Go 
ahead,  Otto!"  And  the  horse  car  rumbled 
off. 

I  MENTION  this  only  because  the  story 
has  a  nostalgic  charm  for  me  .  . .  the  charm 
of  days  I  never  knew  but  probably  would 
have  liked.-  And  the  charming  lady  had 
barely  gone  away  when  Rita  Ross  came 
up  and  began  talking  about  things  ultra 
modern  .  .  .  about  Gordon  Ross,  who,  in 
his  spare  moments,  has  painted  a  mural 
on  the  living  room  wall  ...  a  gaudy, 
dynamic  sort  of  mural  in  which  three 
nymphs  chase  a  couple  of  cherubs  who 
flaunt  a  filmy  bit  of  chiffon,  "the  Last  Silk 
Stocking.*' 

I  have  not  seen  this  mural,  but  it  sounds 
highly  entertaining  and  one  of  these  days 
I  shall  see  it,  perhaps  .  .  .  even  as  we  shall 
one  day  soon  see  the  last  silk  stocking. 

THAT  OUGHT  to  present  some  sort  of 
contrast  between  old  days  and  new  .  .  . 
some  sort  of  clew  to  the  frenetic  madness 
which   besets   us  these  days. 

And  somehow  Eddie  Lennane  comes  to 
mind  .  .  .  Eddie  and  his  lovely  wife  Lenore 
.  .  .  what  a  byline  that  would  make, 
"Lenore  Lennane"  ...  a  friendly,  witty 
couple  who  have  a  house  far  out  on  the 
shore  and  who  keep  a  suite  at  the  Book- 
Cadillac  because  it  seems  so  far  out  there 
some  nights. 

We  were  chatting  the  other  night  and 
Eddie  told  a  story  about  a  waiter  and  a 
careful  customer  who  suspected  the  waiter 
was  padding  the  check  no,v  and  then. 

So  one  night  the  customer  went  into  the 
night  club  and  ordered  a  dish  of  olives, 
and  every  time  he  ordered  a  drink  he  ate 
an  olive  and  put  the  pit  in  his  pocket. 

"When  I  pay  the  check,"  he  admonished 
the  waiter,  "I'm  going  to  count  the  olive 
pits,  and  I'll  pay  for  as  many  drinks  .-is 
there  are  pits." 

So  what  did  the  waiter  do?  He  went 
out  and  ate  six  olives  himself  and  slipped 
the  pits  into  the  customer's  pocket,  and 
went  right  on  padding  the  check. 

STUFF:  Clarence  E.  Otter  of  Hamilton's 
sends  in  congratulations  on  the  business  of 
spotting  the  flowered  hat  and  the  funeral 
story.  The  "insurance  lady"  he  says  will 
probably  try  again  with  the  story  of  the 
old  man  with  the  patched  suit,  the  con- 
taminated dress,  or  the  yarn  about  the 
beautiful  light  emanating  from  the  crema- 
tory. "I  assure  you,"  Otter  says,  "our  staff 
CAN  distinguish  between  hats  and  flowers." 

WAR  OR  NO  WAR,  this  seems  pretty 
definitely  to  be  a  world  of  youth  and  spe- 
cialization. The  other  day  I  ran  into  an 
older  woman  who  had  suddenly  found  her- 
self without  income  and  with  no  specialized 
training.  She  was  well-educated,  cultured. 
and  quite  sure  she  could  fit  in  somewhere 
as  executive  housekeeper,  governess,  or 
companion.  But  she's  hunted  for  weeks, 
and  no  job. 

DR.  FRED  T.  MURPHY,  president  of  the 
Detroit  Symphony,  and  his  staff  have  things 
lined  up  for  the  music  festival  scheduled 
for  Masonic  Auditorium  in  a  sort  of  three- 
ring  circus  manner.  Alec  Templeton  and 
Dorothy  Maynor,  the  soprano,  are  on  the 
Feb.  24  bill,  an  all-English  concert .... 
Albert  Spalding,  the  violinist,  solos  on  the 
second,  an  all-Russian  p''°(;ram  .  .  .  and 
Oscar  Levant,  the  pianist  with  the  wild- 
haired  manner,  takes  the  bows  in  the 
third,  which  is  ail-American,  and  practically 
all  Levant  .  .  .  except  that  Andre  Kos- 
telanetz  conducts.  Murphy  hopes  to  raise 
$25,000  to  pay  off  the  season's  deficit. 

NOTE  COMES  from  Franklin  Crawford 
and  Joe  Caskey.  the  dancers,  that  they 
almost  came  to  Detroit  last  week  but  went 
the  Netherlands  Plaza  in  Cincinnati  to- 
ad. They're  a  couple  of  great  kids. 
Franklin  designs  her  own  gowns  .  .  .  Joe 
builds  miniature  racing  boats. 
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Ewa  Children  Will  Honor  Lin  col 


A  Lincoln  of  Springfield,  IT?.,  never 
ruiue  to  t lie  Sandwich  Islands,  and 
it',  doubtful  if  he  ever  heard  of  a  lei, 

lie  will  he  honored,  nonetheless,  ia 
a  unique  lei  ceremony  Feb.  12  at  Ewa 
school,  combining  Island  tradition 
wilh  reverence  for  the  Great  Eman- 
cipator. 

At  9  a.m.  that  day,  the  bronze 
statue  of  Lincoln  the  Frontiersman 
ou  the  lawn  of  the  school  will  he 
draped  wilh  76  leis  woven  by  the 
children. 

Most  of  these  will  he  of  pluuieria 
and  hougainvillea.  But  one,  present- 
ed by  10-year-old  Stacey  S.unada, 
will  he  of  shiny  Lincoln  pennies, 
wrapped  in  cellophane  and  tied  wilh 
red    and   blue   rihhon. 

Taking   part   in   the   ceremony   will 
.   lie  Mrs.  Ahhie  Lincoln  Hanson,  part- 
Hawaiian    relative    of    Ahraham    Liu- 
_  coin    and    a    third    grade    teacher    at 
Ewa    school.    Iler   father   was    Lyman 
V  Putnam    Lincoln,    native    of    Boston, 
.    who  was  a  distant  cousin  of  the  loth 
«    President. 

The  statue  itself  is  of  interest  to 
visitors,  who  are  welcome  to  attend 
the  lei  festivities. 

Considered  one  of  the  finest  Lin- 
coln .statues  in  the  world,  it  was  the 
gift  of  the  late  Katherine  Mcintosh 
Ritrke,  who  was  principal  of  Ewa 
school. 

A  pioneer  herself  in  the  field  of 
education  in  Hawaii,  Mrs.  Burke  was 
a  strong  admirer  of  Lincoln.  She  want- 
ed to  awaken  in  her  pupils  at  Ewa 
a  feeliug  of  "closeness"  to  the  great 
•  American. 


She  left  a  sum  of  $8,000,  saved 
from  her  earnings  over  the  years,  and 
instructed  the  administrators  pf  her 
will  to  commission  a  tall  Lincoln 
statue  and  place  it  on  the  school 
ground*. 


In  1939  the  task  of  carrying  out  the 
will  began,  hut  it  soon  was  discovered 
that  a  statue  of  the  specified  height 
would  cost  $25,000.  Letters  were  sent 
to  leading  sculptors  around  the  world, 
but  none  could  do  anything  for  the 
sum  available. 

Finally,  just  as  it  appeared  the 
children  of  Ewa  would  never  get 
''their  Lincoln,"  one  of  the  great 
sculptors  of  America,  Dr.  Avard  Fair- 
hanks,  accepted  the  commission.  He 
agreed  to  work  for  practically  no  re- 
compense. Most  of  the  $8,000  went  for 
bronze,  clay,  marble  and  frei^ht- 
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Hawaii  Visitors  Bureau 

Ewa  School  children  stand  beside  the   noted   Avard    Fairbanks    statue   of 
Lincoln  the  Frontiersman  on   the  lawn   of  their  school. 


In  spite  of  war  delays  and  shipping 
problems,  the  completed  statue  of 
Lincoln  the  Frontiersman  finally 
reached  the  green  lawn  of  Ewa  school, 
shortly  after  the  Pearl  Harbor  attack. 

Now,  beside  the  statue  on  Lincoln's 
birthday,  visitors  can  hear  Islanders 
of  many  different  raoigl^baekgrounds 
reciting  the  Gettysburg  Address  or 
singing  songs  of  the  Civil  War. 

When  the  lei-giving  begins,  faces 
of  all — from  the  tiniest  kindergarten 
tot  to  the  tallest  ninth  grader — are  a 
revelation  to  Hawaii  newcomers. 

Though  features  may  be  Hawaiian, 
Japanese  or  Filipino,  they  glow  with 


identical  pride  in  their  American  her- 
itage. And  they  proclaim  a  kinship 
with  Abraham  Lincoln,  whose  stutue 
stands  right  in  their  own  front  yard. 


Sires 


rri)'jac 
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A.  Lincoln  of  Springfield,  Iff.,  sever 
Mutf   to   the  Sandwich    Island*,    and 

!i%\  doubtful  if  be  ever  heard  of  a  lei. 
He  will  be  honored,  nonetheless,  is 
•  unique  lei  ceremony  Feb.  12  at  twt 
!  Khual,    combining    inland    tradition 
■  with  reference  for  the  Great  Eman- 
cipator. 

At  *  *  uj.  that  day,  the  brooae 
statue  of  Lincoln  the  FroutierMuau 
on  the  lawn  of  tbe  school  will  he 
drafted  with  76  lei*  woien  by  the 
ehiiuen. 
| 

m^A  >f  these  will  he  of  pi  tuner  i  a 
end  boogainvillca.  But  one,  j> reunit- 
ed by  10-year-old  Stacey  Sunada, 
will  be  of  shiny  Lincoln  pennies, 
-  mmptf  f»  cellophane  an4  .|k4j£J3Jjl 
rt  J  ai-d  bhj'"   ribbon. 

[Taking  part  in  the  ccremonr  will 
Si--  Mr*.  Abhie  Lincoln  ilanson.  part- 
Hawaiian  relative  of  Abraham  I4n» 
i-ilu  and  e  third  grade  teacher  at 
Kwa  school.  Her  fattier  wm  Lyman 
$\it«am  Lincoln,  natire  of  Boston, 
!  who  ww*  a  distant  cousin  of  the  loth 
President. 

The  atatne  itself  it  of  interest  to 

t*nr  who  are  welcome  to  attend 
the 'let  festivities. 


r.tjt*idfred  one  of  the  finest  Lin- 
coln statues  in  the  world,  it  wan  the 
•ft  of  the  late  .Catherine  Mclnrowh 


il<jrfc?S    who   wat   principal   of   Kwa 
icbeoL 


A  pioneer  herself  in  the  field  of 
education  in  Hawaii,  Mm,  Burke  waa 
a  airong  admirer  of  Lincoln.  Site  want* 
ed  to  awaken  in  her  pupil*  at  Ewa 
e  feeling  of  "closenes*"  to  the  great 
American. 

She  left  a  aunt  of  $8,000,  saved 
from  her  earnings  over  the  yeara,  asif 
instructed  the  administrators  of  her 
will  to  couijnifeMoa  a  tall  Lincoln 
atatue  end  place  it  on  tbe  aehool 
ground*. 

In  J*>39  the  taak  of  carrying  out  the 
will  began,  but  it  aoon  waa  discovered 
that  a  atatue  of  the  specified  height 
would  <o*s.  $25,000.  Letter*  were  aent 
to  lead  in  t  vruiptora  around  the  world, 
hut  none  could  do  anything  for  the 
urn  available. 

Finally,  ju*t  a*  it  appeared  the 
children  of  Ew*  would  never  get 
fpsWifa  L+n<vlii,"  one  of  the  (treat 
aculptora  of  America,  Dr.  Avard  Fair- 
hank*,  accepted  the  commission.  He 
agreed  to  work  for  practically  no  re* 
eotupensc.  Most  of  the  $8,000  went  for 
b  route,  elay,  marble  and  freight* 

■.■■■■ 
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Caw  SeAnef  ch3dre»  #•«•*.'  Wis***  *Ae  noted  Atmrd   fWiVownne  **«**»*•  •»/ 
Vutc*An  the  tr*mtitir»nwn  en  the  limn  e/  their  tcL&&i. 


In  spite  of  war  delay*  audi  dipping 
problems,  the  completed  «iat<*e  of 
Lincoln  the  Frontiersman  fusaliv 
reached  the  green  lawn  of  Kwa  **  hoot, 
shortly  after  tbe  Pearl  Hart©    attack. 

Now,  beside  the  atatue  on  f-.i  coin  s 
birthday,  visitor*  can  hear  lenders 
of  many  different  racial  hacljt  rounds 
reciting  the  Gettysburg  Address  or 
singing  songs  of  the  Civil  V  at. 

Vhea  the  lei-giving  begins,  faces 
of  all— from  the  tiniest  kindergarten 
tot  to  the  tallest  ninth  grader — are  e 
revelation  to  Hawaii  newcomers, 

Though  feature*  may  he  Hawaiian, 
Japanese  or  Filipine,  they  glow  with 
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identical  pride  in  their  American  her- 
itage. And  they  proclaim  a  ktnabip 
with  Abraham  Lincoln,  who*e  statue 
stand*  right  in  their  own  front  yard. 


1 


LINCOLN 

the  Frontiersman 

xvatherine  Burke  was  a  country  school  teacher  for 
whom  each  westward  movement  of  the  American 
frontier  created  a  new  mission.  Her  career  began  in 
Kansas  in  the  1880s,  then  took  her  to  Arizona,  Ne- 
vada and  Alaska.  Finally,  she  crossed  the  Pacific  to 
bring  American  principles  to  youthful  Hawaiians. 

Katherine  Burke's  guiding  spirit  was  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  whom  she  saw  the  American  ideal  epito- 
mized. When  she  died  in  1938,  she  left  $8,000  for  a 
tall  statue  of  Lincoln  to  be  placed  on  the  lawn  of 
her  last  school  at  Ewa,  a  sugar  refinery  town  on  the 
island  of  Oahu. 

Executors  of  her  estate  soon  found  that  $8,000 
fell  far  short  of  the  amount  necessary  for  such  a 
statue.  Letters  went  to  leading  sculptors  around 
the  world  with  no  response  until  Dr.  Avard  Fair- 
banks, a  noted  American  sculptor  accepted  th> 
commission.  With  virtually  no  payment  beyond 
material  costs,  Dr.  Fairbanks  created  one  of  the 
great  artistic  portrayals  of  the  Emancipator  in 
"Lincoln  the  Frontiersman." 

Each  February  12,  and  particularly  on  this  150th 
anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth,  black-eyed  children 
of  half  a  dozen  Pacific  races  honor  his  memory  with 
songs,  bright  flower  leis  and  reading  of  the  Gettys- 
burg address.  One  wonders  what  Lincoln  might 
have  thought  of  this  unique  observance  of  his  birth- 
day on  a  bright  February  day  in  Hawaii.  q 
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BIRTHDAY  OBSERVANCE— Ewa  Elementary  and  Intermediate  School 
yesterday  celebrated  Lincoln's  birthday  with  their  annual  program  centered 
around  the  school  statue  of  Honest  Abe.  The  program  was  climaxed  with 
a  lei-draping  of  the  statue  by  representatives  of  all  homerooms. 


which  have  developed,  have  provided  numerous  themes  for  sculptural  treatment.    He 
has  been  portrayed  as  bearded  and  beardless;  sitting,  standing,  afoot  and  on  horseback; 
boy;  youth;  student;  emigrant;  railsplitter,   soldier,  jury-lawyer;  man  of  sorrows; 
commander-in-chief;  prophet;  statesman;  savior;  orator;  neighbor;  husband;  father; 
and  friend  of  children.    The  two  statues  here  in  Topeka  well  portray  the  man  beset  by 
the  woes  of  a  divided  nation. 

This  paper  is  concerned  with  one  Lincoln  statue  in  a  far  away  place,  not 
too  well  known,  provided  by  a  woman  of  lesser  reknown  and  acquaintance  to  the  world 
and  even  to  her  native  state. 

The  story  commences  with  the  birth  of  Katherine  Mcintosh  Burke  in 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,   on  February  22,  1861,   eleven  days  before  Mr.   Lincoln's  first 
inauguration.    Mrs.  Burke's  parents  had  come  to  Kansas  from  Kentucky.    Virtually 
nothing  has  been  recorded  about  her  early  life.    She  attended  school  at  the  State 
Teachers  College  at  Emporia,  Kansas,  and  at  the  University  of  California,  after  which 
she  began  a  long  career  as  a  school  teacher.    She  taught  first  in  the  elementary  schools 
at  Oskaloosa,  Kansas,  and  later  in  the  high  school.    Then  she  moved  westward,  teaching 
successively  in  Arizona,  Nevada  and  eventually  four  years  in  Wrangel,   Alaska,  where 
she  acted  as  both  teacher  and  principal. 


That  she  had  pioneer  blood  in  her  veins  and  was  imbued    with  the  frontier 


spirit  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  she  then  journeyed  to  the  newly  acquired  territory  of 
Hawaii  where  there  was  a  teaching  job  to  do. 

First  she  taught  six  years  in  classrooms  on  the  island  of  Kauai.     Then 
she  went  to  the  island  of  Oahu  where  she  was  to  spend  the  final  years  of  her  career  as 
teacher  and  school  administrator. 

On  Oahu  she  was  employed  at  the  Ewa  school,  located  a  short  distance  west 
of  Pearl  Harbor.    This  school  was  one  originally  known  as  a  plantation  school,   being 
established  as  an  English  language  training  center  for  the  children  of  workers  employed 
by  a  large  plantation  company.    The  school  eventually  grew  into  a  fairly  large  institution 
with  more  than  twenty  classrooms,  many  cottages  and  a  large  open  auditorium.    It 
became  noted  for  its  Smith-Hughes  program  and  vocational  projects.    When  Mrs.  Burke 
became  principal  at  Ewa  school  in  1919  it  had  520  pupils  enrolled.    She  remained  as  a 
greatly  loved  and  respected  teacher  and  administrator  until  1929  when  the  Territorial 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  granted  her  a  pension.    Thereafter  she  traveled  widely 
until  her  illness  and  death. 

During  the  latter  part  of  her  life  her  thoughts  turned  to  disposition  of  her 
modest  estate  and  she  executed  a  will.    Upon  her  death,  which  occurred  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic  on  December  27,  1938,  it  was  learned  that  her  will  contained  a  bequest  of  $8,  000 
to  be  used  "to  purchase  and  erect  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at  Ewa  School  in  the 
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District  of  Ewa,  Island  of  Oahu,  Territory  of  Hawaii".    She  named  three  persons  as 
trustees  to  carry  out  this  commission:    The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  of 
the  territory,   the  manager  of  Ewa  plantation  and  a  long-time  friend  from  Kauai. 

Immediately  the  trustees  began  investigating  the  obligation  of  their  trust 
and  they  learned  that  $8,000  would  scarcely  pay  the  cost  of  material  and  transportation 
to  Hawaii  of  a  statue  of  heroic  proportions.     Accordingly  they  thought  they  might  fulfill 
the  spirit  of  Mrs.  Burke's  bequest  by  substituting  at  the  school  a  Lincoln  Room  which 
would  contain  Lincoln  books,  a  bust  of  Lincoln  and  other  available  items  of  Lincolniana. 
They  applied  to  the  probate  court  for  permission  to  do  this  but  the  court  said  No!  --  the 
will  stated  that  a  statue  be  placed  on  Ewa  campus  and  a  statue  it  had  to  be. 

The  trustees  then  addressed  letters  to  leading  sculptors  stating  the  problem 
and  the  amount  of  money  available.    The  minimum  cost  of  a  large  statue  at  this  time  (1939) 
was  generally  believed  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $20,  000  or  $25,  000. 

Our  story  now  focuses  upon  Dr.  Avard  Fairbanks,   then  Associate 
Professor  of  Sculpture  at  the  University  of  Michigan.    Born  in  Provo,  Utah,  he  early 
evinced  talent  as  a  sculptor  and  while  only  thirteen  years  of  age  had  commenced  the  i 

study  of  that  art  under  the  tutelage  of  a  series  of  eminent  sculptors.    He  eventually  j 

produced  many  highly  acclaimed  works  including  several  depicting  Western  scenes.  | 

Professor  Fairbanks  had  visited  Hawaii  four  times  and  had  made  a  number  of  studies 
of  Hawaiian  life.    He  had  been  married  in  Honolulu  in  1918.    During  the  summer  of  1939        jj 


he  was  giving  art  courses  in  the  summer  sessions  at  the  University  of  Hawaii  and  it 
was  only  natural  that  the  trustees  of  Mrs.  Burke's  estate  should  address  an  inquiry  to 
him.    Dr.   Fairbanks  was  interested  and  after  much  thought  and  study  and  many  sketches 
developed  a  theme.     First  he  made  a  twelve  inch  model,  then  one  of  thirty  inches  and 
finally  one  of  clay  nine  feet  in  height. 

Dr.  Fairbanks  called  his  work  "Lincoln  the  Frontiersman".    This  Lincoln 
portrays  a  brawny  young  fellow  holding  an  axe,  a  symbol  of  the  American  frontiersman, 
and  one  with  which  Lincoln  had  first-hand  experience  and  which  he  once  termed:    "That 
most  useful  instrument".     Lincoln's  face  has  marks  of  mature  manhood  and  the  whole 
effect  is  that  of  a  strong  personality.    He  stands  with  his  axe  in  a  brief  moment  of  inaction 
as  he  looks  up  from  his  wood-chopping.     One  critic  said  "the  listless,   gawky,   sleepy -eyed 
Lincoln"  is  gone  and  we  have  instead  a  Lincoln  "powerful,  alert,  aggressive"  with  "eyes 
through  which  only  Lincoln  could  visualize  far  ahead  of  time  itself  the  great  benefits  which 
could  be  enjoyed  through  a  free  and  united  nation". 

How  Professor  Fairbanks  developed  this  particular  concept  for  a  statue  of 
Lincoln  is  best  described  in  his  own  words: 


"My  first  impression  was  to  make  a  statue  of  Lincoln 
with  his  frock  coat  as  the  President  of  the  United  States.    The  long 
lines  of  the  trousers  and  the  coat  seemed  rather  appealing 
from  just  the  standpoint  of  the  lines.    I  pondered  over  this  for 
some  time  but  did  not  make  sketches. 


"Another  thought  was  Lincoln  with  a  shawl;  but  this  would 
never  do  for  the  semi-tropical  climate  of  Hawaii.    In  considering 
the  responsibility  before  me  of  doing  a  work  worthy  of  the  trust 
placed  in  me  I  thought  of  the  hopes  of  the  school  teacher  and  her  eager 
desires  to  inspire  the  students.     I  thought  of  the  youthful  minds  of  the 
students  of  the  school  and  my  responsibility  to  them  to  characterize 
Abraham  Lincoln  truthfully. 

"To  make  him  as  a  youth  seemed  to  gain  the  attention  of 
my  thoughts.    Many  times  I  thought  of  the  things  of  Lincoln's  youth 
which  stood  out  in  my  mind.    He  was  strong  and  he  could  work  well. 
He  worked  with  a  purpose  and  he  cleared  the  fields  and  forests  for 
new  growth  and  new  developments.    As  he  developed  strong  in  body 
he  also  was  developing  in  strength  of  character  and  mind.    He  had  to 
cut  his  way  through  ...  he  was  a  frontiersman. 

"Shortly  thereafter  I  was  called  West  to  the  funeral  of  my 
father.    While  still  at  his  farm  home,  and  in  deep  sorrow,  for  a  bit 
of  relaxation,  I  took  an  axe  and  went  into  a  field  to  clear  away  some 
old  trees  and  stumps.    As  I  worked  I  thought  of  the  Lincoln  statue. 
Lincoln  was  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  he  was  a  man  of  hopes;  and  as  a 
youth  he  had  worked  with  an  axe.    And  it  was  there  that  the  inspiration 
of  Lincoln  as  a  youthful  frontiersman,  with  axe  in  hand,   came  to  me. 
Realizing  that  I  had  found  something  worthwhile,  I  returned  to  Ann  Arbor 
and  set  about  making  sketches  of  the  idea,  first  on  paper  and  then  in 
small  bits  of  clay.    .    .   . " 


Upon  viewing  the  clay  model  executed  by  Dr.   Fairbanks  the  trustees 
under  Mrs.  Burke's  will  commissioned  him  to  deliver  the  statue  for  the  stipulated  amount. 
Work  commenced  and  the  final  casting  in  bronze  was  done  just  before  the  government's 
prohibition  of  the  use  of  copper  for  non-war  purposes.     Completed  shortly  after  the 
bombing  at  Pearl  Harbor  the  statue  was  to  rest  in  the  docks  at  San  Francisco  for  nearly 
two  years  before  it  could  be  shipped  to  Hawaii  because  of  the  priority  given  to  the  shipment 
of  food  and  war  materiels. 

Finally  in  1943  the  bronze  figure  was  shipped  to  Honolulu  and  a  few  months 
later  a  block  of  rainbow  granite  for  a  five-foot  pedestal  arrived.    The  unveiling  at  Ewa 
campus  occurred  on  February  12,  1944,   with  a  large  gathering  of  dignitaries  and  school 
children  with  their  families  and  friends  on  hand  for  an  appropriate  program  with  the 
territorial  governor  as  the  main  speaker.       ^r^yi^-i^ 

Thus,  with  the  unveiling  of  the  statue,  was  the  will  of  a  Kansas  school 
teacher  probated.    u-" 

Dr.  Fairbanks  is  not  listed  among  those  present  for  the  ceremony  but 
this  was  not  to  be  the  end  of  his  association  with  Lincoln  statuary.  In  1954  he  did  a 
magnificent  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  which  stands  at  one  of  the  entrances  to  New  Salem 
Park,  a  gift  to  Illinois  from  the  Sons  of  Utah  Pioneers.  This  work  shows  the  still 
youthful  Lincoln  with  axe  in  one  hand  and  lawbook  in  the  other,  depicting  him  at  the 
period  in  his  life  when  he  was  discarding  the  axe  of  the  frontiersman  and  turning  to 
a  career  in  the  law. 


In  1959  Avard  Fairbanks  did  another  large  bronze  of  Lincoln  located 
in  Lincoln  Circle,  Berwyn,  Illinois,  a  Chicago  suburb.    This  commission  was  done  on 
behalf  of  a  savings  and  loan  institution  named  after  Mr.  Lincoln.     Called  "Lincoln  The 
Friendly  Neighbor"  it  portrays  a  mature  Lincoln  walking  between  a  boy  and  a  girl. 
The  affection  in  the  group  is  manifest.    *— 

Since  the  unveiling  of  the  Fairbanks'  work  at  Ewa  school  in  1944  the  statue 
has  been  a  focal  point  of  campus  life  at  that  institution.    Annually  a  program  is  held  there 
on  Lincoln's  birthday  in  which  many  dignitaries  have  participated.     Either  the  Royal 
Hawaiian  band  or  a  military  band  has  been  present.     It  goes  without  saying  that  on  these 
occasions  Lincoln  is  heavily  draped  with  the  traditional  flower  leis  brought  by  the  school 
children.    In  recent  years  a  lei  of  fifty  Lincoln  pennies  has  appeared.    A  prize  is  given 
for  the  best  essay  on  Lincoln. 

An  interesting  sidelight  is  that  in  1959  N.B.  C.   staged  a  documentary  film 
revolving  around  the  statue  as  a  part  of  a  statehood  promotion  project. 

Just  what  was  it  that  induced  a  Kansas-born  woman  to  erect  a  statue  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  farway  isle  of  Oahu?    One  of  her  friends  put  it  simply:    "It  was 
her  belief  such  a  work  would  contribute  greatly  to  the  formation  of  idealism  in  the  minds 
of  young  people  attending  the  school".    Mrs.  Burke  had  been  a  teacher  of  American 
history  in  which  course  she  always  put  emphasis  on  the  life  and  character  of  Abraham 
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Lincoln.    She  was  dealing  with  youngsters  of  a  racial  mix  whom  she  loved.    To  her 
Abraham  Lincoln  typified  the  spirit  of  racial  tolerance  "with  malice  toward  none  and 
charity  for  all"  and  his  life  exemplified  the  opportunity  of  the  common  man  to  aspire 
to  great  works.    Mention  has  been  made  of  the  spirit  that  moved  her  on  to  new  frontiers 
and  new  challenges.    She  wanted  something  as  a  perpetual  challenge  and  inspiration 
to  the  youth  of  the  United  States'  newest  frontier.    Perhaps  her  interest  in  Lincoln  may 
have  been  sparked  by  the  fact  that  Lincoln  had  visited  her  native  city  of  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  just  a  little  more  than  a  year  before  her  birth  and  had  remained  there  several 
days  during  which  he  had  made  three  speeches;  doubtless  as  a  young  and  impressionable 
girl  she  had  heard  first-hand  accounts  of  that  visit  and  what  Mr.  Lincoln  had  to  say. 
Perhaps  it  was  then  that  her  admiration  and  reverence  for  Lincoln  began  which  culminated 
in  the  unusual  bequest  in  her  will. 


Postscript:    Mrs.   Burke's  last  wishes,   made  known  in  a  note  handed  to 
a  nurse  shortly  before  her  death,   included  a  request  that  her  ashes  be  buried  in 
Lihue  cemetery  on  her  beloved  island  of  Kauai.    This  request  was  carried  out. 
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V*  Dedicate  Our 
38th  AKmtAL 
tWOQ&S  DAT  FmOSS.4H 
1b  Mflnocy  of  fix*,  LlXHaa  folcwaa&a 


SKA  £UEMII3?A*Y  SCHOOL 
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9:00  A«M» 


MASTSclS  OF  CUSMOMT 


Hegine  llento:-' 

Grade  5 

Fatrlcib  Fletchetero 

Grade  $ 

Catkarta*  dela  Croc 

Crude  4 

Jod*n«  Tsuteui 

Crude  6 

Michael  E»<juibil 

Grade  4 

Aarea  xecapla 

Grade  6 

Elaine  a&ctaaao 

Grade  4 

Jared  Sullen 

Grade  $ 

Joacphiae  dela  Crux 

Crcde  S 

SONG  UADEES 

tt*i»ite  Aafcroci© 

Grade  6 

Lynn  Oacqycwy 

Grade  5 

Jo»ei»hlae  dale  Croc 

Grade  S 

FLSASB   KOKHA 


Vo  hope  fill  of  you  will  ess  joy  our  program. 
To  be  sure  you  do,  we  would  like  to  ask  £or  your 
cooperation*  to  those  who  piaa  to  t#ke  pictures, 
w«  kiadly  ask  that  you  do  not  stand  la  front  of 
anyone  nor  stand  in  the  a isles.  You  asy  take 
pictures  fro*  your  seats  during  the  program. 
You  my  also  take  pictures  after  the  progress 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance 
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H&  country,  *ti«  el  th6«. 
Sweet  ifi»4  ©£  liberty,  ■-, 
6f  thee  1  sing; 

Lasd  vhere  jey  fathers."  died! 
L&ft4  of  the  Pilgrims*   pride, 
Fras  ev'ry  ®e*sstt®£n  side, 
L«t  freedos®  riag!    - 
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HAKAIX  POSSOI 


E&vsii  Foool  Naae  I  ktsuskol 
K*laoi  Alii  Re  Alii, 
M*k««   laai  «  Kefeeiwsasehft  * 
a  a  ps.l®  (ft  ki  1  he 


Hftkua   Lani  e  Kaaeh«s«»h«  e 
tf&keu  ft  e  pale  He  k«  i  he 


. : — _ — — . 


jftgfegJgMQFJgE  REPUBLIC 

Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  cowing  of  the  Lord; 
Be  is  trailing  out  the  vintage  where  the  grapes  of 

wrath  are  stored; 
Re  hath  loosed  the  feteful  lightning  of  His  terrible 

swift  sword; 
His  truth  is  warching  on*    * 


md 


REFRAIK:  Glory,  glory,  Hallelujah*. 
Glory,  glory ,  Hallelujah! 
Glory,  glory,  Hallelujah! 
His  truth  la  marching  on. 

In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies  Christ  was  born  across  the 

sea. 
With  the  glory  in  His  bosoa  that  transfigures  you  and 

»e, 
As  lie  died  to  sake  sen  holy,  let  ua  die  to  a&ke  taen 

free, 
While  God  la  marching  on. 

&EF8AIN:  Glory,  glory,  Hallelujah! 
Glory,  glory,  Hallelujah! 
Glory,  glory,  Hallelujah!  ■.     ■ 

While  God  is  tt&rching  on. 


*W<*£ 


lurch 


- 


irs  h  shall  mwm 

Xt*«  a  world  of  laughter,  a  world  of  taax&s 

ft'*  a'  WQtl&  of  hopes  sad  a  wear  Id  of  faara. 
There's  so  auch  that  ««  share  that  It's 

tS*st  wa*re  ewe  re 
It's  a  mall  «ot1«  after  all. 


It'*  a  swell  world  after  all. 
It's  a  snail  world  after  ell* 
It* a  a  snail  world  after  all, 
it's  e  snail  world  after  all. 

There  is  just  ©as  aooa  and  one  golden  sue 
And  a  sails;  sseans  friendship  to  every  one* 
Though  the  mount sios  divide  and  the 

oceans  are  wids, 
lt'»  &   snail  world  after  ail. 


CHORUS 

It's  a  small  world  sfter  all, 
It's  a  saall  world  after  all. 
It's  a  saall  world  after  all, 
it's  a  snail  world  after  all. 
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Prelude. ,..».,,.. .Royal  H&weiieu  Baud 

Invocation. .; Reverend  Kideed  Teutsul 

£ws  Coanunlty  Church 

Raising  of  the  Flag.* .Flag  Raisers 

Pledge  of  AIXegler.ee. Audience 

"eaerica" *  ► » ...............  .Audience;  Royal  Hawaiian  Band 

Penny  Lei  , 

History  of  Our  Statue* ', . . .  Jcdexie  f euteul^  jj&*v/>'  yttea&s? 

"Battle  Hyson  of  the  Republic" Audience;   Royal-  Haws  ilea  Band 

In  Meoorlue.  ............ Michael  Csqulbli 

"Music,  Music/  Music". Ewa  Preschool  Students 

"Tanko  Bushi" .,...*.......... Kindergar  teu 
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"It's  a  Stall  world". ........... .Audience;  Royal  Hawaiian  Bend 

Or aping  of  she  Statue 

"For  You  a  Lei". .Students;  Royal  Hawaiian  Band 

"Hawaii  Ponol". » .Audience;  Royal  Hawaiian  Bend 

Benediction. .Reverend  Father  Michael  Adas* 

Ewa  taaaculate  Conception  Church 


Fostlude. 


. Roy el  Hawaiian  Band 
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Four  Sections 


Honolulu  Star-Bullntin     Friday,  February  13,  1981 


ALOHA  ABE — Aldwin  Pita  arranges  the  many  leis  draped  on  the  eight- 
foot  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  with  the  help  of  (wo  of  his  schoolmates 
during  the  38th  annual  program  commemorating  Lincoln's  birthday  at 
Ewa  Elementary  School  yesterday.    — Star-Bulletin  Photo   by  Craig   T 
Kojima. 


Advertiser  ohoto 


Lincoln  in  leis 


If  Honest  Abe  ever  visited  Hawaii,  this  might  be  what  he  would 
look  like  as  he  fought  his  way,  complete  with  ax,  through 
throngs  at  the  airport.  The  Rail  Splitter  was  honored  yesterday 
by  students  at  Ewa  Elementary  School  In  their  38th  annual 
Lincoln  Day  Program.  Students  rally  around  the  statue  in  honor 
of  Abe's  birthday,  which  is  Feb.  12. 


DR.    FRANK   O.    GLADDING 

Osteopathic   Physician 

225    QUEEN   ST.,    24-F 

HONOLULU,    HI      96813 

PHONE:      521-7618 


March  7,  1981 


Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely,  Jr. 
THE  LOUIS  A.  WARREN 

LINCOLN  LIBRARY  AND  MUSEUM 
1300  South  Clinton  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Friend: 


I  have  received  another  treasure  pack  from  you,  thank  you 
very  much.  The  prints  of  the  Wilson  portrait  add  to  my 
growing  file  of  portrait  prints.  This  one  is  discussed 
by  Robert  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Mar kens  in  A  PORTRAIT  OF  ABRA- 
HAM LINCOLN  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society.  A  foot- 
note in  this  book  refers  to  "FIFTY  CONTEMPORARY  PORTRAIT 
PAINTERS"  of  Lincoln  Lore,  dated  June  5th,  1944.  Thanks 
to  your  information  I  am  on  the  track  of  ROBERT'S  LIFE. 
Thanks  also  to  your  predecessor  I  know  of  BULLARD'S 
book. 

The  reason  for  the  inclosed  clipping  is  not  for  the  car- 
toon (which  is  quite  pertinent)  but  rather  for  the 
photo  of  the  Kennedys  looking  at  the  FACES  OF  LINCOLN. 
Their  interest  in  the  first  Republican  is  interesting. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  one  so  young  could  have  done 
as  Vinnie  Ream  did.  Thanks  for  the  review  of  her  exper- 
ience. 


I 


Ever  since  my  story  of  the  AVARD  FAIRBANKS  statue,  of 
1977,  I  have  intended  to  go  out  and  witness  the  school's 
ceremony  on  Lincoln's  birthday.  This  year  the  intent 
crystalized  and  out  we  went.  It  was  a  delightful  exper- 
ience.  It  was  the  28th  annual  observance  they  had  demon- 
strated at  this  statue  on  Lincoln's  birthday.  There 
were  about  three  hundred  folk  there,  the  largest  gather- 
ing in  the  memory  of  one  whom  we  met  and  who  had  attended 
the  memorial  for  a  number  of  years. 

Classes  from  pre-school,  kindergarten,  through  the  sixth 
grade  each  had  an  ethnic  dance  to  present  to  appropriate 
taped  music.  They  demonstrated  Philippine,  Japanese, 
Chinese,  Hawaiian,  Maori,  etc.  When  they  got  to  the 
U.S. A.  they  did  a  square  dance  to  Red  Wing  with  a  voice 
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EXCLUSIVE  —  THE  LAST  FAMILY  PHOTO:  Picture  taken  December  21  when  Ted  and  Joan 

invited  The  ENQUIRER  to  conduct  a  photo  session  at  their  McLean,  Va.,  home.  The  picture  was 

.supposed  to  show  a  loving  family  —  but  the  divorce  announcement  came  only  a  month  later. 


page  2  -  Hubler  -  3-7-81 


on  the  recording  calling  the  figures  of  the  dance.  The 
Royal  Hawaiian  Band  was  on  hand  to  provide  "live"  music. 

As  the  statue  is  nine  feet  tall  and  the  base  five  feet, 
a  big  ladder  was  placed  in  back  so  that  the  lad  at  the 
top  could  reach  the  head  as  others  clinging  to  the  statue 
relayed  the  leis  up  to  him.  It  was  really  quite  an 
operation.  Note  the  yellow  ribbon  in  celebration  of  the 
hostages'  release. 
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To  be  sure,  it  was  but  a  tiny  drop-in-the-bucket  of 
Lincoln  observances  across  the  country,  but  it  was  a 
pretty  good  splash  in  the  local  waters.  Locally  it  war- 
ranted a  front-page  photo  in  each  of  the  papers  as  well 
as  T-V  coverage.  So,  I'm  glad  to  be  able  to  send  some- 
thing of  interest  which  you  may  not  otherwise  receive. 
I  have  received  so  much  of  deep  interest  and  genuine 
value  from  you  folk. 


Gratefully  yours, 


FOG :  pg 


Enclosures 


PS:  Picture  of  State  Capitol  and  Palace  on  outside  of 
envelope  is  taken  from  our  apartment. 


DR.    FRANK    O.    GLADDING 

Osteopathic  Physician 

225    QUEEN   ST.,   24-F 

HONOLULU,    HI      96813 

PHONE:      521-7618 


August  21,  1981 


Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely 
THE  LOUIS  A.  WARREN  LINCOLN 
LIBRARY  AND  MUSEUM 

Dear  Friend: 

I  regret  to  say  that  what  does  seem  obvious 
to  us  hasn't  occurred  to  any  of  the  usual  picture 
sources  -  a  color  photo  of  the  Avard  Fairbank's 
lei  draping  ceremony  of  Lincoln  on  his  birthday. 
The  best  I  can  do  are  the  colored  photos  enclosed  - 
which  were  taken  at  the  last  ceremony.  All  the 
photos  available  through  the  local  media  are  black 
and  white. 

This  gives  me  the  idea  of  attempting  to 
prompt  one  of  the  local  editors  to  make  colored 
pictures  available  at  the  time  of  the  next  Lincoln 
Birthday  celebration. 

With  all  you  have  done  for  me  I'm  sorry  that 
I  couldn't  fulfill  your  request  any  more  completely 
than  I  have. 


Sincerely, 
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The  Lincoln  Landscape 

Sculptural  Commemorations 

of  Abraham  Lincoln  by 

Avard  T.  Fairbanks 

EUGENE  FAIRBANKS 


Illinois  residents  proclaim  their  state  to  be  the  Land  of  Lincoln.  The 
2003  commemorative  quarter  for  Illinois  features  an  image  of  a  young 
Abraham  Lincoln  holding  a  law  book  in  the  right  hand  while  laying 
aside  an  ax  with  the  other  hand.  The  image  is  based  on  a  famous 
statue  that  stands  outside  the  visitor  center  at  Lincoln's  New  Salem 
State  Historic  Site  near  Petersburg,  twenty  miles  northwest  of  the 
state  capital.  The  statue  is  the  creation  of  sculptor-historian  Avard  T. 
Fairbanks.  It  is  one  of  a  dozen  important  Lincoln-themed  sculptures 
that  Fairbanks  completed  during  his  productive  career.  Fairbanks 
had  an  affinity  for  Lincoln.  Through  his  sculptures  he  created  a  com- 
memorative Lincoln  landscape  that  extends  beyond  the  prairies  of 
Illinois  and  the  pillared  buildings  of  the  nation's  capital.1 

In  his  youth,  Fairbanks  lived  for  two  years  on  the  frontier  with  his 
family  in  a  one-room  lean-to  cabin  while  homesteading  on  the  prairie 
of  Alberta,  Canada.  He  lost  his  mother  in  childhood,  as  did  Lincoln, 
and  missed  her  guiding  influence.  "Because  I  am  of  pioneer  descent 
and  have  experienced  the  frontier  during  my  own  childhood,"  he 
wrote,  "the  traditions  of  Lincoln  have  been  very  much  a  part  of  my 
early  training."  He  related  to  the  youthful  rough-hewn  frontier  Lin- 
coln who  dreamed  of  improving  conditions  for  himself  and  others. 
As  the  years  passed,  Fairbanks  became  professionally  preoccupied 
with  heavy  teaching  schedules,  demonstration  lectures,  and  com- 


1.  The  source  of  all  information  and  quoted  material  in  this  article,  unless  otherwise 
indicated,  comes  from  the  author's  book,  Abraham  Lincoln  Sculpture  Created  by  Avard  T. 
Fairbanks  (Bellingham,  Wash.:  Fairbanks  Art  and  Books,  2002). 
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The  Lincoln  Landscape 


missions  for  portraits  and  fantasy  statuary.2  Still,  the  desire  to  create 
a  Lincoln-themed  sculpture  lingered.  Finally  after  several  decades, 
an  opportunity  unexpectedly  arose. 

Lincoln  the  Frontiersman,  Ewa  Plantation  School, 
Ewa,  Hawaii.  Dedicated  February  12, 1944 

While  teaching  summer  school  at  the  University  of  Hawaii  in  1939, 
this  forty-two-year-old  professor  of  fine  arts  came  to  the  attention 
of  a  committee  seeking  a  sculptor  to  create  a  Lincoln  statue  for  the 
Ewa  Plantation  school  pursuant  to  a  bequest  by  a  former  teacher  and 
principal,  Katherine  Burke.  Burke's  estate  was  small.  Other  sculp- 
tors had  declined  the  project,  as  the  pay  was  insufficient.  But  when 
an  unsolicited  invitation  came  to  Fairbanks  in  spring  1940  after  he 
had  returned  to  his  academic  post  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  he 
was  intrigued  by  the  opportunity  despite  the  tight  budget.  How,  he 
wondered,  could  an  appropriate  statue  of  Lincoln  be  created  for  a 
tropical  island  paradise? 

One  day  in  June,  after  university  classes  were  over,  he  received  a 
call  that  his  ailing  father  was  dying.  He  hurried  to  his  father's  home 
but  was  too  late.  While  awaiting  the  funeral,  he  pondered  the  Lincoln 
statue.  "My  first  impression  was  to  make  a  statue  of  Lincoln  in  his 


2.  Avard  Tennyson  Fairbanks  was  born  in  March  1897,  the  tenth  of  eleven  children. 
As  a  boy  he  was  awarded  scholarships  to  study  at  the  Art  Students  League  in  New 
York  City,  and  he  displayed  his  sculpture  in  the  National  Academy  of  Design  when  he 
was  only  fourteen  years  old.  Next  he  studied  in  Paris  at  several  premier  art  academies. 
But  the  outbreak  of  World  War  I  interrupted  his  studies,  and  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Salt  Lake  City  to  complete  high  school.  At  age  nineteen  he  traveled  to  the  Hawaiian 
Island  of  Oahu  to  work  on  the  Latter-day  Saint  Temple  at  Laie,  creating  more  than  a 
hundred  figures  on  four  friezes  placed  at  the  temple  cornices.  He  returned  home  to 
attend  the  University  of  Utah  and  in  1920  accepted  a  position  to  teach  sculpture  at  the 
University  of  Oregon.  In  1924  he  earned  a  degree  at  Yale  University  and  continued 
teaching  at  Oregon  until  1927,  when  he  was  awarded  a  Guggenheim  fellowship  that 
permitted  him  to  return  to  Europe  for  further  study.  He  returned  to  the  U.S.  in  1928  and 
taught  at  the  Seattle  Institute  of  Art  and  earned  a  master's  degree  at  the  University  of 
Washington  in  1929.  That  same  year  he  joined  the  faculty  at  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  helped  to  establish  its  Institute  of  Fine  Arts.  While  teaching  at  Michigan  during 
the  1930s  he  earned  master's  and  doctorate  degrees  in  anatomy  from  the  university's 
medical  school.  In  1947  Fairbanks  was  appointed  Dean  at  the  University  of  Utah  and 
was  charged  with  organizing  a  College  of  Fine  Arts  at  that  institution.  In  1965  he  went 
to  the  University  of  North  Dakota  to  close  out  his  academic  career  as  Special  Consultant 
in  Fine  Arts  and  Resident  Sculptor  for  two  years.  In  retirement  he  continued  a  busy 
and  productive  schedule  creating  commissioned  works  of  art  until  the  very  end  of  his 
life  in  January  1987. 
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frock  coat  as  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  he  later  recalled.  "The 
long  lines  of  the  trousers  and  the  coat  seemed  rather  appealing  from 
just  the  standpoint  of  the  lines."  Another  thought  was  Lincoln  with  a 
shawl,  but  Fairbanks  decided  that  would  never  do  for  the  semitropical 
climate  of  Hawaii.  Then  he  considered  the  hopes  of  the  schoolteacher 
benefactor,  Katherine  Burke,  and  her  desire  to  inspire  students.  "To 
make  him  as  a  youth  seemed  to  gain  the  attention  of  my  thoughts," 
he  said. 

One  day  while  still  in  mourning  at  his  father's  farm,  Fairbanks  took 
an  ax  and  went  into  the  field  to  clear  some  old  trees  and  stumps.  As 
he  worked,  he  thought  of  the  Lincoln  statue.  As  a  youth  Lincoln  had 
used  an  ax.  He  had  experienced  sorrows  and  hopes.  He  was  strong 
and  he  could  work  well.  He  worked  with  a  purpose,  and  he  cleared 
the  fields  and  forests  for  new  growth  and  new  developments.  As  he 
developed  strong  in  body,  he  also  was  developing  strength  in  character 
and  mind.  He  had  to  cut  his  way  through.  .  . .  He  was  a  frontiersman'. 
"It  was  there,"  Fairbanks  later  said,  "that  the  inspiration  of  Lincoln 
as  a  youthful  frontiersman,  with  an  ax  in  hand,  came  to  me." 

Fairbanks  returned  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  set  about  making 
sketches  of  the  idea,  first  on  paper  and  then  in  small  bits  of  clay.  He 
submitted  the  sketches  to  the  committee  in  Hawaii.  He  also  presented 
a  demonstration  lecture  to  the  Detroit  Lincoln  Group,  the  nearest  Lin- 
coln association,  to  seek  their  input.  During  a  discussion  of  sculpture 
details  and  historical  background,  he  molded  a  two-foot-tall  statuette. 
The  concept  of  a  young  Lincoln,  a  figure  in  action,  for  a  school  in  a 
relatively  young  territory  in  the  Pacific,  a  frontier,  was  received  with 
enthusiasm.3  There  were  many  portrayals  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  but 
few  if  any  depicted  him  as  a  frontiersman,  a  neglected  period  of  his 
fife. 

Fairbanks  sent  photographs  and  sketches  of  the  proposed  monu- 
ment to  the  committee  in  Hawaii.  They  were  pleased  with  the  plans. 
He  then  made  a  four-foot-tall  model  cast.  Again  it  met  with  committee 
enthusiasm.  With  that  approval,  he  began  the  heroic,  nine-foot-tall 
statue.  He  preferred  the  heroic  size — one-and-a-half  scale— because 
life-size  figures  on  a  pedestal  appeared  too  small.  Fairbanks  began 


3.  Tom  Starr,  president  of  the  Detroit  group  and  a  Lincoln  scholar,  became  a  volunteer 
consultant  and  a  valuable  source  of  research  information.  Other  investigation  was  done 
at  the  Albert  H.  Greenly  Lincoln  collection  of  the  William  L.  Clements  Library  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  Several  museums  were  visited  for  additional  details.  Original 
copies  of  the  Volk  life  mask  and  hand  casts  were  carefully  measured  and  studied. 
A  special  rail-splitter's  ax  head — broad  and  shaped  like  a  wedge — was  studied  and 
included  in  the  composition 
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The  Lincoln  Landscape 


using  an  abandoned  auditorium  in  one  of  the  oldest  campus  buildings 
at  the  University  of  Michigan  as  a  studio.  The  beams  were  calculated 
to  be  able  to  support  the  weight  of  armature,  clay,  plaster  of  the  cast, 
and  of  the  mold.  Work  progressed  after  classes,  evenings,  and  on 
weekends.  The  final  model  was  completed  in  June  1941  and  went  on 
display  during  the  week  of  university  commencement  exercises  and 
alumni  sessions.  A  visiting  member  of  the  Hawaiian  committee  gave 
final  approval,  and  casting  in  plaster  began  within  days.  Newspaper 
publicity  of  the  project  brought  national  attention.  A  critic  declared 
that  Fairbanks  had  "put  America  in  Abraham  Lincoln  as  few  other 
artists  have  ever  done."  Fairbanks  made  him  "powerful,  alert,  aggres- 
sive," and  with  eyes  through  which  Lincoln  visualized  far  ahead  to 
the  blessings  of  "a  free  and  united  nation." 

The  making  of  the  mold  and  the  cast  took  a  large  part  of  the  summer. 
Finally,  the  cast  was  complete  but  in  sections.  It  was  boxed  and  sent  to 
the  Roman  Bronze  company,  a  foundry  in  Corona,  New  York.  World 
War  II  was  raging  in  Europe,  and  there  was  concern  that  restrictions 
on  non-military  uses  of  copper,  a  major  ingredient  of  bronze,  would 
stall  the  project.  But  late  that  year  the  statue  was  cast  before  restric- 
tions were  placed.  Delivery  of  the  statue  to  Hawaii  was  delayed  by 
the  Pearl  Harbor  attack,  as  only  high-priority  cargo  was  allowed  to 
be  shipped.  It  was  not  sent  until  1943.  The  heroic  bronze  monument 
was  erected  on  a  base  of  rainbow  granite,  and  the  dedication  was 
arranged  for  February  12,  1944,  the  135th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's 
birth  (Figure  1).  It  was  an  important  day  for  the  Ewa  school,  the  city 
of  Ewa,  and  the  island  of  Oahu.4 

The  Ewa  school  is  justly  proud  of  its  Lincoln  statue.  It  has  often 
received  favorable  public  attention.  A  February  12  tradition  at  the 
school  is  a  patriotic  celebration  during  which  fragrant,  flowery  leis  are 
placed  over  the  Lincoln  monument's  shoulders  to  express  of  the  spirit 
of  Aloha.  The  spirit  of  Lincoln  the  Frontiersman  continues  to  permeate 
the  school  and  islands. 

Lincoln  Statue  for  New  Salem,  Lincoln's  New  Salem  State 
Historic  Site,  Petersburg,  Illinois.  Dedicated  June  21,1954 

Following  World  War  II  the  University  of  Utah  was  expanding,  and 
officials  invited  Dr.  Fairbanks  to  become  the  first  dean  of  the  College 


4.  Participants  in  the  ceremonies  included  the  Royal  Hawaiian  Band,  the  Hawaiian 
superintendent  of  public  instruction,  the  governor  of  Hawaii,  the  executor  of  Katherine 
Burke's  estate,  the  manager  of  Ewa  Plantations,  sculptor  Fairbanks,  the  student  body, 
and  the  school  chorus. 
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Figure  1.  Lincoln  the  Frontiersman  at  Ewa  Plantation  school,  Ewa,  Hawaii. 

of  Fine  Arts.  As  dean  he  initiated  a  comprehensive  program  of  art 
studies,  including  graphics,  painting,  sculpture,  art  anatomy,  art  his- 
tory, music,  dance,  and  industrial  applications.  He  deferred  his  own 
creative  endeavors  for  several  years  while  attending  to  aolministrative 
duties.  An  opportunity  developed  when  the  Sons  of  the  Utah  Pioneers, 


389 


v>_ 


